
ESTONIA IN THE 
EUROPEAN UNION



• The Accession Treaty was signed between Estonia 
and the European Union on 16 April 2003, followed 

by a referendum. About 555,000 people (64% of 
citizens with the right to vote) participated in it, 

67% of whom responded positively to joining.
• Estonia's accession to the European Union was a 
ten-year process that ended with the adoption by

the European Union in 2004.
• We have been in the European Union for 15 years.



POSITIVITY

• A united strong economy: free movement of services, goods, people and 
capital. Older people still remember living in the closed off Soviet Union. The 

European Union opened its doors to the free movement of the people;
• Common financial, competitive and economic policies, entrepreneurship, 

transport, energy, taxation, agriculture, fisheries and infrastructure;
• Single social policy: various information and media related topics, food 

safety, education, culture, science and regional policy;
• Common foreign policy, defense and justice issues. There was a lot of talk 

about the readiness of NATO troops to protect Estonia from Russia or any 
other enemy;

• Emotional affair of ESTONIA - THE EUROPEAN UNION!



NEGATIVITY

• The arguments of opponents of the European Union were concerned with
the disappearance of the Estonian kroon, giving away power and comparing 

the European Union to the Soviet Union.
• The opponents of the Eurozone considered Estonia to join a "sinking ship";

• One of the opposing arguments was the feared price increase, which was to 
be accompanied by the changeover to the euro, examples of which were 

from Finland and other joined countries;
• There is a fear (while hoping for) of immigration and the invasion of migrant 

workers, but this is limited by the quotas currently in place.



PÕHJA-PÄRNUMAA COMMUNITY

What have we got from the European Union?

The main thing has been the opportunity to write project applications and 
receive MONEY











But the main thing is our international cooperation 
and friendship:

• The first meeting of the European Union project “INVOLVING = GAINING” 
took place in june 2015 in Rundale municipality, Latvia, where a joint 

cooperation project was signed;



• From 7 to 11 July 2016, in Uggiate Trevano, Italy, a friendly meeting and co-
operation projects between the cultural collectives of the former Halinga

municipality and the Italian Uggiate Trevano took place within the framework 
of the EU project IN ESSE AD-ESSE CUM.



2018 Co-operation with the European project “TWINNING = 
WINNING” continued in Rundale municipality of Latvia.





Today we thank all the 8 participating 
municipalities for the wonderful days of Uggiate

TrevanO and hope that our cooperation will 
continue!

Thank you!


